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Symposium ‘Multitude and Power: The World after 3.11°

The Tohoku Earthquake on March 11th, 2011 and the following Fukushima Nuclear Plant
accident totally changed everything in Japan. A tsunami inflicted catastrophic damage on Japan’
s northeastern coastline. A widespread sense of insecurity and fear of radiation from
Fukushima is still far from dissipating. This crisis obliged us to behave in a new way, posing
fundamental questions of the validity of science & technology and the developmental thinking
which sustained our modern life. Many citizens in and outside of these affected areas have been
engaged in volunteer activities and the anti—nuclear movement as new political agencies (which
we may call ‘multitude’) has developed nationwide. The spread of the Internet and social
media was instrumental in accelerating this process, leading to growth of a new network we
have never seen before.

The emergence of this new politics in Japan, however, should not be grasped within a
Japan—specific geographical —historical context, in isolation from the outside world. Rather, it
should be considered within a global context. In the United States and European countries
experiencing economic crisis, we have seen the expansion of political movements of
anti—globalization, feminism and ecology. In the Middle East, the Arab Spring as a democratic
movement has been observed over the last couple of years. These trends demonstrate well the
necessity of creating a new scheme and manner of thinking on the nation, people, capital, and
democracy in this changing globe. With an invitation of the political philosopher Mr. Antonio
Negri who will address as keynote speech the implications of two democratic movements in this
borderless world as issues of “Multitude and Power,” represented by the Occupy movement
in the United States (and other areas) and the Arab Spring, this symposium aims at
reexamining the rapid transformation of Japanese society after 3.11 within a global context.

Keynote speaker: Antonio Negri, Political Philosopher

Panelists

Yoshihiko Ichida, Professor, Kobe University

Chizuko Ueno, Professor, Ritsumeikan University

Yoshitaka Mouri, Associate Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts



Coordinator & Moderator:
Mamoru Ito, Professor, Waseda University

Organizers: the Science Council of Japan and the International House of Japan

Support by: The Japan Sociological Society; Institute for the Studies of Media and Citizenship, Waseda
University; The Society of Socio—Informatics (SSI); Japan Consortium for Sociological Societies ; Japan
Society of Information and Communication Research

Registration & Queries: Tel: TBD e-mail: TBD

Venue: Science Council of Japan (7-22-34, Roppongi, Minato—ku, Tokyo)

Date and Time: Saturday. April 6, 2013, 1:00-4:40 pm

Admission: Free

Language: French/Japanese (with simultaneous interpretation)

Panelist & Moderator profiles

Yoshihiko Ichida, Professor, Faculty of Intercultural Studies, Kobe University

Born in 1957. Specializes in the History of Social Philosophy. His major publications include Kakumer
ron: Maruchichudo no Seiji Tetsugaku Jyosetsu Gaku [History of Revolution: Introduction of Political
Philosophy for Multitude; in Japanese] (Tokyo: Heibonsha, 2010)

Chizuko Ueno, Professor, Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan
University

Born in 1948. Specializes in Sociology and Gender Studies. Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo.
President, Women’s Action network (WAN). Her major publications include Nationalism and Gender
(Melbourne: Trans Pacific Press, 2004) and 7he Modern Family in Japan (Melbourne: Trans Pacific
Press, 2009).

Yoshitaka Mouri, Associate Professor, Graduate School of Music, Tokyo University of the Arts

Born in 1963. Specializes in Sociology, Cultural Studies, and Media Studies. His major publications
include “Culture=Politics: The Emergence of New Cultural Forms of Protest in the Age of Freeter” in
Inter—Asia Cultural Studies, vol. 6 No. 1 (London Routledge, 2005).

Mamoru Ito, Professor, Faculty of Education and Integrated Arts and Sciences, Waseda University

Born in 1954. Specializes in Sociology and Media Studies. His major publications include 7erebi wa
Gennpatsu Jiko wo Do Tsutaetanoka [TV Coverage and the Nuclear Power Plant Incident on March 11,
2011; in Japanese] (Tokyo: Heibonsha, 2012)



